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Updated 3/2/2K
· Drought continues across the Plains despite recent precipitation

· Began mid- to late-summer following a few very wet months

· Nebraska and Iowa statewide precipitation 2.9" and 6.3" (respectively) below normal since start of dryness

· Continuing dryness threatens crop development in major agricultural areas as growing season gets underway in the next couple of months

· Long-term outlook indicates small chances for recovery, but also small chances for substantial deterioration

· Dryness grips the southern Four Corners region

· Dryness began in autumn after surplus monsoonal rains

· Statewide precipitation 2.6" to 4.2" below normal in New Mexico and Arizona (respectively)

· Substantial agricultural and wildfire impacts, but water supplies not yet a serious concern

· Arizona precipitation shortfalls date back to July 1995 (8.9" below normal since then)

· Little chance for quick relief since Spring is typically the region's driest season of the year

· The year 2000 monsoon season offers the next significant chance for significant relief

· Drought persists in Texas and the adjacent southern Plains

· Began around mid-Summer

· Statewide precipitation 7.0" to 13.4" below normal since July 1999 in Texas and Louisiana, respectively

· Substantial agricultural and wildfire threats, and reservoir stores are well below normal in scattered areas

· Long-term outlook indicates that drought will persist and perhaps worsen through the next few months

· Undulating long-term drought in the Southeast

· Most areas never fully recovered from dryness that began in late spring 1998

· Drought has been marked by a few periods of significant but incomplete relief

· Georgia statewide precipitation 16.3" below normal since May 1998

· Reservoir stores are adequate for the time being. Agricultural impacts and increased wildfire threat are primary concerns

· Long-term outlook indicates that drought will persist and perhaps worsen through the next few months

· Long-term drought persists in central and eastern Hawaii

· Dryness dates back to late 1997 in some areas

· Dryness intensified in February 1999 after several months of increased rain

· Only 37% of normal rainfall at Honolulu during 1998 - 1999 (driest 2-year period on record)

· Windward sections of northeast Hawaii Island up to 125 inches below normal for last 2 calendar years

· Reservoir stores are sufficient to meet needs. Agricultural impacts and increased wildfire threat are major concerns. Some crops on Hawaii Island already impacted

· Long-term outlook indicates that drought will persist through at least the next few months, which is a relatively dry time of year

