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During the second dekad of October 2004, the African ITCZ continued its southward
progression toward the equator, with the only stationary movement near the Senegal/Mali
region. This period, virtually the entire Africa region of the ITCZ was located south of its
climatological position, with the current location collocated well with the northern extent of
dekadal precipitation. For the record, the latest analysis places the average 15W-25E
ITCZ near 12.4 degrees north latitude, compared to last period’s location near 14.0N and
the long term mean position of around 14.0N. From dekad to dekad, the average ITCZ
during this time of year progresses around 1.2 degrees south, while the recent movement
was closer to 1.6 degrees southward. Examining precipitation, dryness continued to set in
throughout much of the Sahel, except near southern Mali which experienced light to
moderate showers. The I'TCZ in this region (10W-10E) is currently located near 13.0N,
compared with the long term average of 14.7N. In the east, while northern Somalia dried
out, significant precipitation was seen in much of southern Ethiopia, southern Somalia, and
eastern Kenya, with localized flooding reported. The ITCZ from 20-35E is currently
located near 12.0N compared with the climatological position of around 13.1N.
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